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Filled with the carefree, sometimes 
reckless enthusiasm of youth, yet balanced 

by reflection and insight, this is a book 
that will be devoured by surfers 

young and old, and by free 
spirits of all ages.
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If you’re compiling an inventory 
of must-surf locations, Lennox 
Head is one of the spots that’s 
going to have to be included, 
and probably up in the vicinity 
of the top 20, if that’s not 
too fatuous a concept. The 
NSW North Coast has its fair 
share of iconic point breaks, 
but the dramatic, rock-lined 
headland at Lennox is a surfing 
nirvana, its waves offering 
more size and power than 
most in this warm water 
wonderland. In the late 1960s, 
Bob McTavish and his mates 
found its empty line-up the 
perfect testing ground for their 
shortboard revolution. George 

Greenough’s tube-riding 
footage from The Innermost 
Limits of Pure Fun and Crystal 
Voyager sealed the deal for a 
whole generation of surfers 
searching for some kind of 
ultimate experience.

Fifty years on, and a sleepy 
village has grown into a surf 
town, with new estates out the 
back and a whole lot of people 
now out in the water. Very 
few waves go unridden these 
days, not just at the point but 
at a myriad of breaks along 
the local stretch of coastline. 
In 2008, the Lennox National 
Surfing Reserve was declared, 
recognising its unique status 
in surfing. To commemorate 
the tenth anniversary of the 
reserve declaration, the town’s 
heritage committee has put 
together Surfing Lennox – From 
Then to Now – a 102-page 
pictorial history that serves as 
a love letter to Lennox and the 
waves that have shaped the 
town’s identity.

Chock-full of photos, the 
book touches on the local surf 

Surfing Lennox Crew: Phil Myers, George Leslie, Robyn Hargrave, Vic Leto, 
Max Perrot. Not in photo Mary Lack. Photo: Christian Photiou
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history from the Dreamtime 
onwards, looking at the 
characters, the evolution of 
surf-related businesses, the 
declaration of the reserve, 
and of course, the waves 
themselves. A good proportion 
of the book is devoted to 
the local surfing groups and 
clubs and the wide variety of 
competitive surfing activities 
they sustain.

The venture has been 
supported by local heritage 
groups and Ballina Council 

with a last-minute NSW 
Government funding grant 
getting the project over the 
line financially. The researchers 
turned up more material than 
the book could hold, so they 
plan to show the rest using the 
Lennox Residents Association 
and Heritage Committee 
website.

PLB spoke to committee 
member George Leslie:

GL: The declaration of 
the Lennox National Surfing 
Reserve was a big deal 

Michael Peterson and George Greenough, 1971. Photo: Howard Owen 

Tyler Wright, digging The Point. Photo: Craig Perry 
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because it acknowledges the 
significance of the area in the 
history of surfing in Australia. 
With new boards being tested, 
new manufacturing happening 
in the industry, with McTavish 
and Phil Myers and the like of 
those in the early days and 
Ken Adler with San Juan, it’s a 
really big acknowledgement. 
And when we established 
our surfing reserve, we went 
from a place called Backsides 
at Flat Rock right through to 
the Lennox Surf Club, and at 
the time we were the biggest 
surfing reserve area, because 
quite often it’s just a single 
beach or break. So, yeah, it 
was a pretty significant story 
that we put forward and got 
accepted.

PLB: The downside of having 
an acknowledged worldclass 
break is the whole world wants 
to surf it.

GL: Yeah, but they always 
have! With the book we had 
a few local guys saying ‘Oh, 
you can’t do this, it’ll be 
publicised and this and that 
and everything else,’ but the 

point is that anyone in the 
world can Google “Lennox 
Point” and 100,000 people 
could be looking at it, so it’s 
certainly no secret anymore. 
But you know, we’ve got other 
really fantastic breaks in the 
reserve area – like anywhere: 
right tide, right time, right wind 
and everything. But the reality 
is that nothing’s unknown 
anymore.

PLB: How has the book been 
received?

GL: Overall, we’ve had a 
very good reaction. The outset 
of it was to create a pictorial 
book with some information. 
In hindsight, if we’d known we 
were getting that last grant 
funding from the government, 
we could have done 150 pages 
and we still would’ve had 
material left over. We had a 
bulk amount of material that 
we had to sort through to pick 
what we thought represented 
the whole story as good as we 
can. Yeah, we’re quite happy 
with the results so far. We 
printed 1000 copies, I think 
we’re already over the 400 

Lennox Point and the village, 1973 . . . park where you like. Photo: Peter Green

Out front of the pub, Bob McTavish in 1976. Photo: Peter Green
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mark in sales. We’ve got pretty 
good local sales, we’ve got five 
outlets within Lennox that are 
ticking over steadily, and now 
we’re going to start pushing 
internet sales. It’s great.

PLB: There’s quite a focus 
on the local competitive/club 
scene.

GL: The clubs are the sort of 
grounding and the basis of a 
lot of the surfing community, 
and it just shows that people 
are interested in participating 
and being part of community 
groups, which is what the 
whole area here is all about. 
I think the formation of the 
clubs and the early members, 
all the people involved are a 
pretty important part of the 
history of the area. Obviously, 
there are a lot of people who 
are free surfers around here 
who don’t belong to any of the 
clubs, but normally they have 
an association with the clubs 
in some way – they’ve been 
past members and aren’t now, 
but they’re still supportive of 
what the clubs do. I mean, 
our longboard club is a really 
good social club with great 
membership. I’m the oldest at 
73, down to 18, 19-year-olds 

and families. The clubs make 
it a really good community 
activity.

PLB: Lennox Point is a bit of a 
theatre, as good for spectators 
as it is for surfers.

GL: I haven’t surfed the 
point for ten years. I ride 
longboards, and it’s just too 
much of a hassle and you get 
really badly razzed out there, 
but it’s all good, I’m at the 
stage where I’m really selective 
in my surfing and where I surf, 
and sometimes I can get just 
as much enjoyment out of 
watching it and seeing what’s 
going on than being out there 
hassling.

And seeing people who 
don’t know much about surfing 
at all going “Oh, wow, look at 
that, look what that person 
just did!” which as a surfer 
you just take as normal but 
they’re blown away by it. And 
apparently, according to the 
outlets here in Lennox, a lot 
of the people who’ve been 
buying the book have just 
been tourists, not surfers or 
anything, so it’s interesting. It’s 
our point of difference. Lennox 
Head is a surfing town, that’s 
what it is.

Turn up the volume – local grommets 2018. Photo: Natalie Grono


